
How to host an Oregon Foster Youth Connection Duffle Bag Drive

Who can participate: Anyone at your office! Ask friends and family to bring duffle bags or personal 
items to contribute as well. 

Your Goal: Collect duffle bags and personal items that can be distributed to teens in foster care across 
Oregon. Suggested items are:

  ○ Duffle bags or large backpacks
  ○ Toiletries (for both males and females)
  ○ Notebooks or Journals
  ○ Snacks
  ○ Throw Blankets
  ○ Young Adult Books
  ○ A Personal Note
  ○ Photo Albums
  ○ What would YOU have wanted with you as a teen?

Our Goal: Collect over 250 duffle bags filled with personal items that we can distribute to teens in foster 
care across Oregon, so that they do not need to move homes with their belongings stuffed in trash bags. 

Why Participate in the Oregon Foster Youth Connection Duffle Bag Drive?

The Oregon Foster Youth Connection (OFYC) is a group of current and former foster youth whose mission 
is to improve the foster care system through advocacy, activism, and leadership. In 2009, OFYC members 
decided they must do something to raise awareness in the community during National Foster Care 
Month, which is May. After brainstorming many issues that could be highlighted, it came down to basics: 
too many foster youth move homes with their belongings stuffed in trash bags. This issue was something 
the youth felt had a fairly simple solution. Thus the Duffle bag Drive was born. Duffle Bags filled with 
personal items will ensure that new foster youth have the necessary items to get through the first difficult 
days of care, and that those moving from home to home will no longer have to transport their belongings 
in garbage bags. 

Donatea Duffle Bag



What Do You Need to Do?

  F Read through this brief Duffle Bag Drive Tool Kit.
  F Decide whether you want to host the Duffle Drive internally or offer your business as a drop 
site for community members to bring bags. 

  F Return the Drop Site Form to Nicole@cffo.org
  F Edit the Sample Flyer and post in your building.
  F Use the Sample Duffle Bag Drive email to inform your staff of the drive.
  F Set up collection boxes in key locations throughout your building by May 1st.
  F Invite Children First to a staff meeting to talk about foster care in Oregon. 
  F Invite your staff to attend our Happy Hour to kick-off event (see Happy Hour Save the 
Date).

  F Children First sends one email each week in May that highlights foster care issues and 
features videos created by members of the Oregon Foster Youth Connection. Forward these 
to your co-workers to remind them of the drive.

  F Invite interested co-workers and family members to attend the annual Stuffing Party where 
all the bags are filled, personal notes are inserted, and the bags are sent with community 
partners to be delivered to youth in foster care.

  F Collect the bags and personal items throughout May. You may drop bags off at Children 
First as your boxes fill OR wait until the end of the month.

  F Deliver all bags and personal items to Children First prior to the Duffle Stuffing Party (see 
Save the Date). 

Oregon Foster Youth Connection is a program of:

Donate a Duffle Bag. . . Change A Life


