
2012 Youth Summit:
Policy Recommendations

On July 11, 2012 a group of 30 current and former foster youth from across the state presented the following 
recommendations to a group of lawmakers, administrators, and service providers. The youth and young adults 
hope these recommendations will help to reform the state’s child welfare system for future generations. The 
presentation was the culmination of a three-day, policy-focused youth summit, lead by the Oregon Foster 
Youth Connection (OFYC), a program of Children First for Oregon.

Youth Rights

Problem: Youth and foster parents do not know youth rights.
Solution: Youth and foster parents could get a packet or one-sheet of the youth rights which is then reviewed 
by the case worker and foster parents. 
Policy Recommendation: Youth rights should be reviewed with the youth at each of the required monthly face-
to-face meetings with their caseworker. 

Problem: Youth in care don’t have clear access to their rights. 
Solution: The rights of the youth need to be in a place that is easily visible.
Policy Recommendation: A one page summary of the youth rights should be visibly posted in all buildings 
used for foster care i.e. DHS offices, foster homes, counseling offices, etc.

Problem: The current youth rights are not specific and clear. 
Solution: Re-write the youth rights with input from youth.
Policy Recommendation: Once a year youth should meet with Youth Rights & Justice to review and clarify 
their rights.

Problem: When policies are proposed of DHS, at the district level, youth have no input or 
decision-making power.

Solution: Youth should be present at meetings where policies or policy changes are being proposed.
Policy Recommendation: Make it mandatory that youth are present at the district level policy meetings with 
DHS, and that youth have voting power in the meetings.

Problem: Foster parents don’t always use money responsibly on foster youth.
Solution: Keep track of money spent on youth in foster care. 
Policy Recommendation: Every three months receipts proving how the money was spent on the youth, with 
youth initials, should be turned into the home certifier. 



Problem: The Governor’s advocacy office has no designated staff to handle foster care issues. 
Solution: Create a specialized position for foster care related issues such as a Foster Care Ombudsman. 
Policy Recommendation: A specialized position such as a Foster Care Ombudsman should be created to 
handle all issues related to foster care. This person would receive calls from both foster youth and foster 
parents. 

Independent Living Programs

Problem: There is a lack of communication between the many adults involved in foster 
youth’s lives. 

Solution: A single secure online location to facilitate communication between teachers, doctors, social 
workers, etc.
Policy Recommendation: An independent software company will develop a secure website that can facilitate 
communication between the youth and adults involved in a case. 

Problem: Many foster youth don’t feel confident about transitioning out of foster care. 
Solution: Youth and their ILP workers will work together to create an ILP checklist specific to their individual 
needs of the youth.
Policy Recommendation: Mandate that youth be involved in the development of the ILP checklist. The 
checklist will be reviewed during the T2 meetings, and will be age-appropriate. 

Problem: The following negatively impact youth; lack of resources, insufficient use of 
resources, and unawareness of resources. 

Solution: Youth, DHS, and ILP staff will work together to share adequate resources. 
Policy Recommendation: Require ILP offices to meet with advisory boards comprised of current and former 
foster youth to develop, coordinate, and prioritize youth resources and needs. 

 

Through its youth-led model of civic engagement and leadership development, the Oregon Foster Youth 
Connection empowers youth members to identify pressing issues within the foster care system, determine 
concrete solutions, and then educate lawmakers to advocate for change. Since 2009, the youth summit has 
been an effective vehicle for ensuring that foster youth are meaningfully involved in the improvement of the 
foster care system.
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